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with at will or by effort, holds men and women
back from the innermost relationship. It is the
same mistake as that made by many preachers who
speak as if the moral sense was equally developed
in all, or required only a little effort of the will.
But a man or a woman may be quite able to
perceive the nobility, the solemn splendour of a
perfect love, and yet be incapable of either feeling
or inspiring it. The possession of such a gift is a
thing to thank God for; the absence of it- is not a
thmg to be shrewishly condemned. The power is
not often to be found in combination with high
intellectual or artistic gifts. There is a law of
compensation in human nature, but there is also a
law of limitations; and this it is both foolish and
cowardly to ignore.

When one comes to form such a list as I have
tried to do of great lovers in literature and life, it is
surprising and rather distressing to find, after all>
how difficult it is to make such a list at all. It is
easier to make a list of women who have loved
perfectly than a list of men. Two rather painful
considerations arise. Is it because, after all, it is so
jare, so almost abnormal an experience for one to
love purely, passionately, and permanently, that the
difficulty of making such a list arises ? There are
plenty of books, both imaginative and biographical,
to choose from, and yet the perfect companion-
ship seems very rare. Or is it that we nowadays
exaggerate the whole matter ? That would be a
conclusion to which I would not willingly come;
but it is quite clear tbat we have transcenden-